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In the series sprache  - macht - gesellscha., the University of Vienna, in coopera.on with the University 
of Trier, is organizing an interdisciplinary conference on the extent to which the social par.cipa.on of all 
in the context of social transforma.on is implemented, conceived and further developed. The 
conference will also address the extent to which this is hindered according to general and subject-
specific didac.c research. Especially in .mes of uncertainty, a Europe-wide threat to democracy due to 
right-wing extremist tendencies, climate change and environmental crises, war and violence as well as 
the associated challenges and burdens on the next genera.on, both the ability to par.cipate and 
democracy as well as language educa.on in the sense of discourse skills and delibera.on are 
fundamental goals of teaching. The conference serves the further networking of language didac.cs and 
the didac.cs of social sciences. Contribu.ons from general didac.cs and all subject didac.cs dedicated 
to the ques.on of educa.on in the context of social transforma.on are also welcome. 

The conference aims to reflect on and compare the diverse approaches of general and subject-specific 
didac.c research regarding the aforemen.oned focal points from a transna.onal and interdisciplinary 
perspec.ve and to promote transna.onal and interdisciplinary networking. It will focus on four main 
aspects: 

- Research on subject teaching and learning, in par.cular on curricula, content and knowledge and their 
subject-specific and inter- or cross-disciplinary aspects. It will also focus on the poten.al for impar.ng 
powerful knowledge (Young, 2013) in the context of uncertainty, risks and opportuni.es for social 
transforma.on. 

- Research into students' perspec.ves on teaching and learning, on educa.on, on their own 
construc.ons of meaning, interests and developmental tasks in the face of social challenges. 

- Current studies on the perspec.ve of teachers, the significance of subjec.ve theories, convic.ons and 
possibili.es for ac.on in the field of tension between social challenges and ins.tu.onally imposed 
restric.ons.  



- Classroom research, i.e. the reconstruc.on of the interplay between students, teachers and content, 
the interac.on in the classroom and the exis.ng facilita.on (and obstruc.on) of learning and Bildung. 
In this regard, the focus is on ques.ons of the acquisi.on of powerful knowledge, knowledge 
transforma.on (Gericke et al., 2018) and epistemic quality in teaching (Hudson et al., 2023), as they 
have been and are being researched in the Knowledge and Quality across Schools and Teacher Educa.on 
(KOSS) network. 

The aim of the conference is to bring together researchers from general and subject-specific didac.c 
research who are specifically concerned with ques.ons of language, power and society as well as the 
poten.als and challenges of enabling social par.cipa.on and social inclusion. Contribu.ons on 
theore.cal approaches and empirical studies are welcome. Papers of 30 minutes dura.on (plus 20 
minutes for a subsequent discussion) as well as workshop contribu.ons (with about 20 minutes 
presenta.on and 30 minutes joint working phase) can be submi^ed. To submit a paper, please send an 
abstract (1 page, approx. 2,500 characters including spaces) to Eva Ve^er (eva.ve^er@univie.ac.at) by 
August 1, 2025. The conference will be held in German and English. If you are presen.ng in another 
language, we kindly ask you to write the slides in German or English. 
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We look forward to your contribu.ons! 

Eva Ve^er and Anke Wegner 

 

 

 


