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In times of uncertainty, education is increasingly called upon to create space for
democratic discourse, critical reflection, and social participation (Biesta, 2010). Our
contribution focuses on how deliberately designed teaching strategies can foster both
values communication and values clarification in secondary education (Halstead &
Taylor, 1996). Drawing on a transnational project (Teaching Controversial Issues),
conducted in schools in Turkey, Slovakia, Belgium, and the Netherlands, we explore how
structured classroom interaction — supported by guidelines and visual materials — can
enable powerful learning about personal and societal values (Young & Lambert, 2014;
Béneker, 2018; Krause, 2025).

Twelve strategies were co-developed and trialled in four countries, each implemented
twice in different contexts to evaluate their potential for supporting students in
expressing, debating, and reflecting on their values. The strategies are accompanied by
short films and practical teaching guidelines, all available via the Atlas of European
Values, an educational platform grounded in high-quality European survey data (EVS,
WVS, ESS). The website is accessible in nine languages, making it usable across diverse
educational systems.

We present a classroom-based case study from Slovakia in which a language teacher
used one of the strategies to support students in building fictional characters for
creative writing. What emerged was more than a language task: students articulated the
value systems behind their characters and reflected on their own social positioning. The
teaching strategy helped facilitate a classroom culture of dialogue (values
communication), while the integration of maps and theories fostered deeper value
reflection (values clarification). In this way, we argue that such approaches support what
Michael Young calls “powerful knowledge” (Young & Lambert, 2014), enabling students
not only to express but also to analyse and contextualise their viewpoints.

This contribution fits the conference theme by showing how subject teaching — in this
case, language education — can be a site for democratic engagement and discursive
depth. It also offers a replicable and accessible model for teachers seeking to work with
values in a plural and participatory way.
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